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and, “ seeing his clean legs and feet, and his fine white stockings, knew 
he was one to pay a good ransom.” He bought him from the soldiers 
for thirty crowns. Later, the Queen of Hungary and the Due de 
Savoie sent word to M. de Vaudeville that “ this mouthful was too big 
for him [how near to our modern slang 1], and he must send his prisoner 
to them, which he did, as he had other prisoners enough without him.” 
The ransom paid was forty thousand crowns, without other expenses. 
Fighting seemed then to be personal, and the taking of prisoners very 
profitable from a pecuniary point of view—very different from our 
modem methods of warfare. His account of the plague is both in¬ 
teresting and instructive. The absolute want of sanitary arrangements 
and the atrocities perpetrated during the plague are vividly portrayed. 

We can commend the book, to any one who is not familiar with Am¬ 
brose Park’s life, as one that will both instruct and interest him. 

W. W. K. 


Traumatic Injuries op the Brain and its Membranes ; with a Special 
Study of Pistol-shot Wounds of the Head in their Medico-legal 
and Surgical Relations. By Charles Phelps, M.D., Surgeon to Belle¬ 
vue and SL Vincent’s Hospitals. 8vo. pp. 582, with forty-nine illustrations. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1897. 

This remarkable work appears certain to rank among the.first upon 
the subject of traumatism of the cranial contents, if, indeed, it does not 
occupy the position of pre-eminence. It is a fit companion volume to 
Macewen’s far-famed History of the Pyogenic Inflammation# of the 
Brain and Spinal Cord, and, with it, forms a splendid summary of 
modem knowledge of cerebral, infective, and traumatic disorders. As 
stated in the preface, it is designed to be a concise and systematic ex¬ 
position of the injuries which the brain suffers from external violence, 
a division of brain surgery which has the greatest practical importance 
and has received the least careful attention. It has been based essen¬ 
tially, if not entirely, upon an observation of five hundred consecutive 
cases of recent occurrence. The picture which they represent is com¬ 
plete in every respect save secondary pyogenic infection of the brain 
substance, but even this deficiency has Been supplied by a condensation 
of the views of Macewen as expressed in the above-mentioned volume. 
These cases are so large in number, varied in character, and complete 
in detail as to have afforded the distinguished author ample materials 
from which to build up this comprehensive and satisfactory treatise. ^ 
The volume is diviaed into three parts. Part I. is concerned with 
general traumatic lesions, embracing general considerations of cranial 
fractures, as well as their pathology, symptomatology, diagnosis, prog¬ 
nosis, and principles of treatment. The intracranial traumatic lesions 
are classified as hemorrhages, thromboses of sinuses, contusions, lacera¬ 
tions and their sequelae, as meningeal and parenchymatous inflammations, 
usually septic, and atrophy. Hemorrhage is studied under the headings 
of epidural, pial, and cortical. Concussion of the brain is eliminated as 
a reuc of the past without scientific basis, and for its phenomena the 
lesions of contusion and laceration are made responsible. All symp¬ 
toms are held to result from demonstrable organic changes. By the 
elimination of the terms “ encephalitis” and “ compression,” the study 
of symptoms has also been much clarified. “As each form of intracra- 
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Dr. Sena’s article on “Tuberculosis of the Male Genital Organs” is 
very important, because the literature on tubercular affections of these 
organs is scanty as compared with the literature on tubercular affections 
of the lungs, pleune, peritoneum, lymphatic glands, bones, joints, me¬ 
ninges, and the skin. . J} 

Dr. Fowler’s article on the “ Surgery of Intrathoracic Tuberculosis 
is interesting and instructive. He reviews the subject from the Hippo¬ 
cratic era of the science and art of medicine up to the present date. 
Dr. Willard, in speaking of “Tubercular Infection of Superficial Glands,” 
says they are a constant menace to the system, and should be removed. 
During thirty years’ experience he is satisfied that the cases not subjected 
to operation for this disorder have become tubercular or have died in 
far larger proportion than the same number from whom the glands have 
been removed. . 

The general subject of the * ‘ Surgical Treatment of Tuberculosis 
was ably discussed. 

Dr. Cabot’s paper on “ Castration for Enlarged Prostate ” shows the 
mortality in 203 cases of 19.4 per cent. So high a death-rate for so 
slight an operation is surprising and requires an explanation. 

One of the most important articles in this volume of the Transaction* 
is the one on the “ Treatment of Traumatic Lesions of the Kidney, 
with Tables of 155 Cases,” by Dr. W. W. Keen. One of the leading 
features of the article is the attention given to partial nephrectomy. 
He insists on making an exploratory incision when symptoms are threat¬ 
ening, especially if there be marked'cvidence of hemorrhage. The tables 
show that secondary nephrectomy is nearly twice as fatal as primary 
nephrectomy. # . 

Dr. Roswell Park, on “ Surgical Infection,” contends that, since the 
inauguration of the so-called antiseptic era, and in our enthusiasm for 
combating infection from without, we have lost sight of a most impor¬ 
tant truth, which we cannot afford to disregard, namely, that in this 
enthusiasm for combating infection from without we have almost neg¬ 
lected, first, the recognition, and, second, the successful prevention of 
infection from within. Certain it is that in the majority of instances 
the latter (i. e., infection from within) is much more liable to ensue, and 
particularly in a class of cases where one is tempted, for one reason or 
another, to be less careful than he ought to be. 

If one reads Dudley P. Allen’s paper on the “ Effect of Anaesthesia 
upon Temperature and Blood-pressure,” he wjll find, by the observations 
made upon thirty-five dogs and eighty patients, that it will not do to 
disregard the loss of heat during prolonged operations. 

Dr. Joseph Ransohoff reports an interesting case of fibrosarcoma, with 
bone-formation. The tumor weighed eighteen pounds, and was situated 
on the postero-internal aspect of the right thigh. The tumor was success¬ 
fully removed and there was no recurrence one year after the operation. 

Dr. Mixter presents two brief articles: the first on “ Double Disloca¬ 
tion of the Jaw of Three Months’ Duration.” The patient had had 
puerperal convulsions, and since the convulsions she had been unable 
to close the jaw. Dr. Mixter describes an apparatus which he devised 
for reducing such dislocations, which acted admirably. The second 
article is on the “ Operative Treatment of Trifacial Neuralgia.” He 
reports three cases in which he has removed the Gasserian ganglion by 
the Krause-Hartley method. 



